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Kit Lotus Editorial—the world’s only magazine dedicated to scale model Lotus 

Things seem to come around at a great rate of knots 
these days. It is already the end of January , the 
month of snow and snot—usually—because lots of us 
are full of colds, flu, or other lurgeys, but thankfully 
virtually no snow. That aside it is show time once 
again and Kit Lotus is very proud to announce that 
we shall be exhibiting  at the 2017 International   
Historic Motorsports Show—Race Retro at Stoneleigh 
Park near Coventry on 25/26/27 February.  

New show organisers Clarion Events Ltd have        
recognized the benefit of having Kit Lotus at the 
event with our unique display of hand built models. 
Through, their generosity (Clarion) we shall once 
again be able to put on our display. The prestigious 
Hall 2 of the show is where you will find us on stand   
1-266, where we hope to welcome lots of you once 
again.  More later but before then, it is still January, 
just, and that means  Autosport, the Racing Car Show 
at the NEC Birmingham where this year Classic Team 
Lotus were putting on a display of  Lotus 49s, it being 
the 50th anniversary of both this  absolute iconic car 
and its legendary power until the Cosworth DFV.  

All 7 living Lotus 49s were lined in front of the CTL 
transporter, and of the two that didn’t survive to  join 
the assembled host, they were substituted by         
life-sized carboard cut– outs  - a master stroke. 

Kit Lotus will salute the Lotus 49 in a later issue. 

Back to Race Retro, I can’t recommend this enough 
for a visit. The atmosphere is tremendous throughout 
the weekend and there is something for every       
motorsport fan. It gives a definite impression of being 
much more relaxed than its counterpart Autosport 
which caters mainly for present day motorsport.     RR 
is assisted perhaps by its diversity. What other racing 
car show would provide a  vintage fire engine        
converted to a bar or a selection of French cheeses 
lurking alongside leather clothing vendors ( now 
there’s a combined aroma) and such a wide variety 
of exhibits both four and two wheeled. It is one of the 
highlights of the Kit Lotus roadshows and one we are 
very proud to be part of. 

My fourth installment of ‘Genius at Work’ features 
the work of Peter Pedroza once again in the second 
installment of his 1:8 scale wire wheels project, 
which incidentally started just one year ago when he 
and I went measuring spokes on wire wheels         
displayed at the 2016 Race Retro.  

The cover picture this time features Pete’s Lotus   
Eleven rolling chassis so far. I will let you be the   
judges but as Bart Simpson says “ prepare to be    
dazzled”. It will be on show at Race Retro. 

Peter also features his 1:20 Model Factory Hiro Lotus 
77 in this issue.  I think I will throw mine in the bin!!! 

Always on the lookout for Lotus genius, take a look at 
the article on pages 5 and 6 about plumbing and   
wiring of the DFV engine written by Stephen Miller 
from Canada. Stephen uses the skill and knowledge 
developed through a lifetime of working in the racing 
industry to bring us the modeller, the benefit of his 
knowledge with a range of publications  that will help 
us all improve our builds. 

My project 1818 is gathering a little more pace, some 
parts have actually been fixed and I have shared 
more of that experience with you. No where near   
finishing it will at least be able to go on display as a 
work in progress.  

Pictures in future issues will show some improvement 
thanks to a new light box. Not exactly IKEA but it is 
flat packed and described later in this issue. 

I hope you enjoy the read.   JT 

Line up of legends 



Project 1818 

I’ve made regular mention about some of the      
components of this big 1:8 scale kit being less than 
perfect, and whilst  I have to frequently acknowledge 
that it is in fact a curbside model in any case, it was 
always my intention to keep it that way. Not least 
because my scratch building skills are not that well 
developed and I would rather present something  

recognisable in those areas where the observer will 
observe and expect to see some detail. The chunk of 
resin above for example, serves as the gearbox with 
cut outs to accept the drive shafts and a wedge 
against which to mount the rear subframe and sus-
pension. 

My choice of the Moss car means a Colloti gearbox 
or an effigy of the Colloti at least. The kit includes an 
end plate for the Lotus “queerbox” for the Clark car, 
or a larger plate supposedly representing the back 
end of the Colloti, depending on your choice.        
Research shows that the plate looks nothing like the 
Collotti and the resin lump doesn’t  line up with  it 
either.  A rethink was required. 

The Collotti looks to be a fairly square subject which 
provoked   a shuffle of the grey matter and  a      
rummage through my spares box which  liberated a 
pair of Tamiya 1:12 Lotus 49 gearboxes, whist  
smaller than the Collotti they are fairly square to 
house the motor in the original kit. I planned to strip 
both boxes and using a razor saw, cut them into  
several pieces with the intention of making panels to 
cover the resin lump and mate with the rear plate 
from the Kit. A bit like a jig saw but hopefully it has 
provided some semblance of a gearbox. Bigger than 
the Lotus gearbox and more robust looking even 
from pictures it is obvious why Rob Walker chose it. 
Nothing to do with ‘adding lightness’ 

There is a sequence to this scratch building, it isn’t   
possible to just assemble like you  would say a 1:43 kit 
or a plastic kit. Because there are quite a few changes 
to be made, assembly has to be carefully considered. 
The rear suspension of the 18 for example is a key 
component to fix . Now this bit of the model was     
coming along  nicely but it can’t be fixed until the work 
on the gearbox is complete. Feeling rather smug on 
how things are going is always a dangerous thing, 
something important is missing I couldn’t quite put my 
finger on although it was staring me in the face.     
Eventually the penny dropped, no anti-roll bar, no     
vertical links and, nowhere to fix them in any case. The 
more and more I get into this model, the more and 
more I wonder what the drivers behind it were when it 
was released. A fabulous resin body casting , but a half 
hearted remainder. Someone described it as an SMTS 
kit that had just been scaled up. No such thing, a lot of 
thought about assembly goes into everything SMTS do. 
Not so with the RAE kit, it appears to rely on 1)          
imagination and 2) sky hooks—those things every     
engineering apprentice will remember from their      
initiation. There is nothing except vague positioning to 
fix everything     together!! 

 

An ‘effigy’ of a gearbox using bits from 2 old Tamiya 
Lotus 49 gearboxes and a piece of plastic channel I 
got from the packing of a pack of socks Santa 
brought me ! 



Project 1818 continued 

 The non-existent rear anti-roll bar is an essential 
part of the Lotus 18 suspension, I need to make 
one.  Yet another rummage in the spares box      
revealed some 1.5mm diameter aluminium tube. 
This was pressed Into service . I used my photo 
etch bender to clamp the tube and bend it to a  
suitable angle, the bender also came into its own 
making the ‘p’ shaped roll bar mounting brackets. 
Using a thin gauge brass sheet and the folder, gave 
me a 90 degree angle. Then, using the anti roll bar 
clamped firmly against the folder, I folded the brass 
around the tube to make the ‘P’ shape.  

The back end is starting to look something like now, 
I’m reasonably happy how things are coming along 
but at my pace there is still quite a lot left to do 
which equates to a few months worth of work yet. I 
hope to have it on its wheels by Race Retro but   
either way it will be displayed as work in progress. 

Fixing parts into their final position is always very 
satisfying, but with having to make parts and/ or 
modify those provided means lots of thought to the 
order of assembly. The chassis frame is almost 

ready to mate to the floor pan and then the whole 
thing can be mounted rigidly which will help with 
the rest of the assembly. 

I have been critical of the original kit which is the 
base for this project but credit where it is due, the 
bodyshell is tremendous and the suspension    
wishbones and radius arms are very good. A nice 
touch is the rear drive shafts which are reinforced 
with a steel centre. Something I hadn’t twigged until 
I had to shorten them!! 

Turning to the chassis frame, I can start to assemble 
the various parts. The picture below shows the dash-
panel, resplendent in mock red leather being held in 
clamps whilst the epoxy fixes. Just to protect the soft 
surface I used a couple of pieces of cardboard under 
the clamps. Where I have had to use rivets and         

fasteners, I painted the item     
requiring fixings to be visible and 
placed the fixings in place using 
the wet paint to fix them.      
Hopefully this avoids the visibility 
of adhesive on the model after 
completion. 

I’ll keep you posted for further 
progress. 

 



DFV Plumbing & Wiring Strategies 

Last issue, you may recall my article following my visit 
to Brian Fawcett’s amazing world of modelling. Whilst 
there. Brian introduced  me to Stephen Miller, not in 
person of course, Stephen lives a zillion miles away in 
Canada, but through his publications. If I said “ Model 
Detailing Profile” but more specifically “ Plumbing and 
Wiring Strategies for the DFV” what would you think? 
Maybe I was suddenly hemorrhaging on splurge 
pumps and flick flack valves again? Well in some  
respects you would be right but not in others. “ 
Plumbing and Wiring Strategies for the DFV” is indeed 
a technical publication title but one written along with 
Stephen’s other such volumes in his Model Detailing 
Profile series with the auto modeler firmly set inside 
the cross wires. 

As we set off along  the journey of another Volume  of 
Kit Lotus, I’m still amazed by what I find. Since the 
start of it little by little  the knowledge bank has     
continued to grow, something I set out to look for and 
share from Volume 1. Coming across Stephen’s work 
is yet another fabulous bonus. 

The DFV 
publica-
tion is in 
two      
volumes, 
one         
dedicated 
to plumb-
ing and 
the other 
to elec-
trics and 
fuel sys-
tems and 
whilst they 
cover 
quite a 
few        potential models and different racing 
marques, they bring an accurate picture of what    
super detailing in these     areas of the DFV can look 
like and as the DFV is central to many a Lotus model 
collection worth it’s salt, these two thin but very     
informative volumes need to be in your Lotus library. 

Having been introduced to the publications I would 
have been rude not to obtain a copy in readiness for 
building more 1:12 Lotus 49s amongst other         
subjects. A visit to the Speed Detail Publications    
website ensured said literature would soon be in my 
mailbox.  

Cooling and Lubrication is the subject of the first part 
in the two part profile on the DFV. Correct component 
identification is key to the guides and covers single 
front radiator cars as well as the more modern twin 
side radiator cars. Easy to follow schematics give the 
reader the correct route for all of the super detailing 
you will inevitable fall into after reading it. Even the  
hastily revised 1967 venting system  and those 
crude but effective tin boxes sitting on the right hand 
side of the DFV covers is covered giving an            
opportunity to add more to the Tamiya Lotus 49 cam 
covers. A  descriptive narrative and  suggestions for 
various models are also included. 

The second of the two DFV guides concentrates on 
fuel and electrics. Once again, very clear schematics  
describing the various iterations of the DFV as they 
developed giving the modeler precise detail as to the 
style and function of the systems. The throttle slides 
on the DFV for example and the throttle cable       
assembly relate not just to the standard kits but, if 

you are knowledge-
able about the vari-
ous aftermarket 
upgrades that are 
available will allow 
you to enhance 
your build further. 

 

The detailed 
knowledge and  
research required 
to put together such 
a publication is  
glaringly obvious, 
and like all artisans 
in our sector, I was 
intrigued to find out 

who is behind it and what puts them in mind to share 
it with others. I contacted Stephen who agreed to 
answer a few question for our enlightenment. 

Continued……... 

  

 

 

 

 



DFV Plumbing and Wiring Strategies continued 

  Q.     Are you a modeller as well and if so do you 
have a specific collection?  

SM - Yes I have been a racing car modeller for 40 
years. My primary collection is viewable on the 
Speed Details website. I tend to focus in 3 areas: 
Highly detailed replicas, highly detailed fictional/
plausible racers and racing dioramas reflecting    
either historic or fictionally plausible scenarios.   

Q.         What made you publish the books in the first 
place?  

SM - When I started participating in model car con-
tests, I saw many instances where extreme detail: 
wiring & plumbing, was being rewarded for just being 
included, regardless of its authenticity. I saw an    
opportunity to share my enthusiasm for the           
research, with equally interested enthusiasts. I also 
noted that enthusiastic builders were keen to detail 
very specific instances of racing cars, right down to 
even a particular race weekend race session.       
Detailing with that level of specificity can be very  
difficult to support with confirming references.     
Finding material, that specific, is often impossible. A 
more realistic goal is to replicate systems to mimic 
operational reality and accuracy. That is really what 
Speed Details Model Detailing Profiles try to support. 

Q.    What else is on the horizon, Coventry Climax  
perhaps?   

SM - The Coventry Climax FWMV might have the   
potential for a doable project. It has been asked 
about before. No promises however. If I remember 
correctly there are some outstanding details that 
need to reveal themselves, before it would be even 
viable. As a comparison, a project like the DFV      
required nearly 2 years of research and illustration. 
Since I never know when or if I will find what might 
be needed, it's hard to tell what is next. I have also 
been trying to devote some time to my own model 
building and my other related hobby of simulator  
racing. 

So, there we are. Stephen’s answers underline a  
desire  to promote accuracy. So often his point about 
just including detail without such accuracy is     
something most of us are guilty of. His guides give 
the modeller a real opportunity to add the right     
detail. After all, if you do add detail and someone is 
enthused enough to guide you through it, why not 
add some accuracy. 

Search Speed Details Publications. Stephen advises 
that he is in the throes of updating his site but all the 
information you need including how to obtain these 
brilliant publications is still available on the old site. 
Stephen will let me know and there will be a         
convenient link for the Kit Lotus site.                 JT 

I put the following questions to Stephen: 

Q.       The books are very well researched and you list 
a bibliography of reference material, in fact the books 
are to such a high standard they remind me of       
academic publications such as you expect to see in a 
degree submission. This suggests both a technical 
and academic background would you be happy to 
reveal what your background is? 

SM Your observation suggests I may have been     
giving away that secret for a while. While I am a    
Professional Mechanical Engineer, of many different 
job titles, a business card I once had that said       
Scientist, probably best confirms your suspicion. My 
primary work career was as an engine oil formulator, 
having had the privilege of formulating the engine 
oils used by Mclaren in F1 in 1988-1989. I have also 
published technical papers for the Society of         
Automotive Engineers and Institute of Mechanical 
Engineers. 

 Q. Given that the DFV isn’t the only publication in the 
series, what drives you to a particular subject?  

SM - Now that is an interesting question: my subject 
choice is usually driven by a combination of a            
particular kit or Motorsport genre that is of interest to 
me or I think might be of interest to others. This has 
to be  combined with an assessment of the potential 
for adequate information and being able to see a  
definable project that is worthy of the time and      
research. The goal is a value added outcome that will 
benefit and be of interest to fellow super detail     
modellers. 

Q.         Where do you start with the research? Even 
the books and material you list couldn’t give you the 
fine detail that your books provide what else do you 
do to gather the information?  

SM - Research can start anywhere info happens to 
be found. Often a quick internet review helps to see 
what might be available. I also have an extensive  
library of books and my own photos that I have      
collected over the years from 42 F1 events, as well 
as Indycar, IMSA, WEC, Can Am, F5000 &              
Vintage. One also has to be reading a lot and         
remembering where you read things. While photos 
are important and helpful, I have often found key  
details hidden in a random sentence of paragraph 
text. A knowledge of "how stuff works" helps in   
knowing what I am looking at and what I am looking 
for! But really it is the accumulation of many pieces 
of information, text and photos, over what can be 
years. This is coupled with either remembering where 
I saw it or developing a process for finding things. I 
tend to find I have a number of subjects that might 
be percolating, in hope of finding key details that will  
allow a viable project. 



MFH Lotus 77—1:20 scale 

Airfix, Revell, Tamiya, Merit, Aurora, Studio 27, the 
list of kit manufacturers who's products I have built 
over the years could go on and on. I have been 
building models all my life but this is the first MFH 
kit I have built and my first impression was that I 
have never seen so many parts in one box, even to 
the point where I had to slip into "Anorak Mode" and 
count just how many bits there were.  A total of 558 
plus decals for a 1:20 kit.  There can't be that many 
more in the full size car. 

The reason for this particular model was another 
request from Classic Team Lotus as Greg Thornton 
was to race the works Type 77 car, the famous An-
dretti Japanese GP winning JPS11, in some events 
during the 2016 season.  I received the kit early in 
the year but as the model wasn't wanted until 
Christmas I decided to wait until I had seen the car 
itself  before starting the build.  That was the plan 
but you just can't help yourself can you, and so I did 
a lot of checking and dry fitting the parts.  I also 
built up the engine and gearbox as I knew these 
would be as per kit. 

The reason for wanting to see the actual car before 
starting the build is because CTL want these models 
as raced today and not as in period.  On the face of 
it you would think that as the 77 raced for only one 
year in 1976 and with this particular kit being based 
on a late spec version, the car today would be very 
similar.  However there are more detail changes to 
make on the model than you would think, a lot 
more.  The majority of these are to do with safety, 
fire extinguishers, new pipework etc., and cockpit  
changes, seats, steering wheels and extra            
instruments, all these as well as the obvious visible 
things such as tyres and stickers  

The first race for this driver/car combo was the 
Monaco Historic race held in May, with me deciding  

to base the model itself on this event. During its rela-
tively short life there were only three cars built, and 
on a nice touch, all three were actually in this race. A 
lot of very useful photos appeared online from this 
meeting, and there was also a live TV link.  Maybe it 
was sixth sense but for some reason I recorded the 
qualifying session and it turned out that there was a 
really good 30 second close up of the car as it sat in 
pit lane.  I don't know how many times I took notes   
re-watching this section but if it had still been on VHS 
tape it would have worn out!  Sapphire Nichols at CTL 
had also supplied me with some close-ups of the 
cockpit/dash area but I still wanted to see the car.   

Two weeks after this race Kit Lotus was at yet another 
CTL workshop tour hoping that the car would be there 
although Sapphire had warned me that she couldn't 
promise that.  We entered the premises at 5pm to be 
told that the car had been air freighted that very 
morning for a series of races in  Canada and the US.  
So close!   However, another type 77, JPS 14, was 
onsite so that one was given a good dose of looking 
at I can tell you. 

Back to the model.   

John Thornhill has of course just finished building his 
own model of this car and warned me of the many 
pitfalls with this particular make.  I had also been in 
touch with Chris Doube in Austrailia about these MFH 
models as of course he has built plenty of them,    
albeit of the larger 1:12 scale.  His main comment, 
also backed up by John, was that the smaller pieces 
go together well, it's the larger bits that don't want to 
fit and from building this one I have to agree.  Engine, 
gearbox, suspension, steering, brakes etc., no        
problem.  Monocoque sides, nose box, cockpit      

bodywork and airbox had 
to have a serious amount 
of metal removed to get a 
good close fit.  Other than 
this the car went together 
well and the only major 
items I had to change 
were the rear anti-roll bar 
and rear wing.  As raced in 
period the car had a cock-
pit operated adjustable 
anti-roll bar but today this 
has been replaced with a 
standard "mechanic ad-

justable" bar, on the model this being easily made 
from a piece of brass rod .          ……..continued 



Lotus 77 continued 

The rear wing is very similar to the original but for 
extra down force in Monaco it had a quite            
pronounced "Gurney Flap" and was set with a much 
steeper rake.  For this mod it was simple enough to 
modify the existing wing and supports.  

Whilst the top bodywork and airbox are as one in 
the kit it is a good steady fit  and so I thought I 
would leave it detachable as there are a lot of nice 
features which would otherwise be lost.  On top of 
the fuel tank for example there is a lot of detail, fuel 
pump, water reservoir, fuse box and oil tank, all with 
their relative plumbing and wiring.  To get this detail 
correct Sapphire arranged for some photos to be 
taken of the car when CTL's lead mechanic on the 
car, Ted Fiddy, flew out to prepare it for the        
American races so many thanks to both of them.    

So onto the decals.  You may remember I have tried 
making these before and had success - up to a 
point.  Every time I tried to do the drivers name the 
black background always had a crackle finish no 
matter what I tried..  Why, I don't know but I have 
always put it down to me having a simple basic  
printer at home.  This time I had the use of a mega, 
industrial size monster of a printer. After a few trials 
the results were perfect.   

The answer seemed to be down to getting the settings 
of the type of paper and the quality of the print       
correct, and not necessarily the best of each as you 
would expect, depends on the printer itself.  I         
obviously can't divulge who helped me with this or 
where all this subterfuge took place for fear of getting 
them into trouble, however, you know who you are.  

Thank you.  Thank you also to John T. who provided a 
set of "John Player Specials". 

I sent some photos of the finished model to Potash 
Lane and, remembering the "hiccup" on the type 91 
model, held my breath waiting for clearance.  Thumbs 
up! 

                                                                              PP 

 

 

 

 



 Let there be light 

Local stationers will have a range of coloured  card to 
enhance the colour of the subject being            photo-
graphed. 

A weakness in Kit Lotus has always been photo      
quality. I make no apologies for this as the magazine 
has been put together with a pocket digital camera in 
the most part with many of the best pictures coming 
in as part of contributions. A recent upgrade to a     
better camera has made things slightly better but 
lighting a model is also difficult for a complete novice 
at this game. Something is needed without             
challenging the budget and something has come 
along. 

I spotted a portable light box in the Tamiya arsenal 
and was looking at making a purchase but  having a 
sit down and a think about the price tag. Cue the   
internet and another light box from  fotostuff2000 
came into view and several Shekels cheaper. 

The box comes flat packed and can be assembled/
dismantled quite easily , albeit a bit fiddly but with a 
little patience and perfect where storage space is at a 
premium. Besides , you don’t really want to store an 
item of some 500mm cubed unless you ae using it 

everyday. That’s not me then. 

Compared to the pictures  of the Lotus 18 rear      
suspension unit in my article about the Lotus 18 
build, I think you will agree they are chalk and cheese. 
It will be a struggle to get  a 1:8 model in there but all 
the rest should be fine. 

The box works by including two fluorescent tubes 
clipped at opposite sides inside the cabinet.  These 
can be either top or side mounted and provide       
uniform light throughout the box.. 

Background is provided for either in white, as above 
or in contrasting colours easily switched by threading 
an A1 sized coloured sheet across the internal frame. 
Local stationers will have a range of colours which 

99T gets the lightbox treatment 



Caution—Genius at work part 4 (wire wheels part 2) 

Over the years I've made quite a few wheels in 1:8 
scale, the 40, 49 and JT's 18 and to turn them on the 
lathe was quite a simple operation, but the rims for 
these wire wheels were a little different.  As we all 
know a real wheel has a deep recess to locate the 
tyre, however on these earlier models I omitted this 
detail as the tyres were solid and were therefore just a 
slide fit on the rims.  

However, to construct these particular wheels the 
spokes penetrate the outer rim and have to be fixed in 
position which means that there needs to be a recess 
for some sticky stuff.  This isn't a problem in itself, it 
just means an extra turning op.  No, the problem lies 
with the outer edges then having a minimal amount of 
metal left and therefore holding these rims in the 
lathe chuck is difficult without causing damage. To 
overcome this problem a split ring needs to be made.  
This is a simple ring turned to just fit inside the recess 
and then cut into three sections to allow assembly 
with the actual wheel rim. Another holding piece then 
had to be made to attach the finished rim to the rotary 
table so the drilling operation for the spokes could 
take place.  This drilling op was a bit simpler than the 
one for the hubs, just 48 evenly spaced holes and all 
in one line on the outer edge.  When I'm scratch  
building there are times when I seem to make more 
jigs and fixtures than actual components and for the 
production of the five wire wheels for the X1 I made 
eight of them. I suppose they are not absolutely vital 
but they do make life easier. This then left just a bit of 
a delicate assembly job! 

 

ASSEMBLY 

For the spokes themselves I got some 0.6mm stain-
less steel wire and for the nipples on the outer edge 
used 1.6 polished aluminium tube.  Five wheels 
meant 240 of these nipples to make involving not 
just cutting to length at 4mm but also to roll the 
ends both for effect and to make a nice fit for the 
spokes.  A bit of a chore but one of those jobs 
whereby when you get the hang of it you can switch 
off your brain and just plod on! The stainless wire 
came on a spool and of course this means it is not 
quite straight when released but as it turned out 
with these lengths of wire only needing  to be about 
20mm in length I got a way with it. 

The actual assembly took place on a jig and took 
about two hours for each wheel. After completing 
the first one I removed the finished part with some 
trepidation, half expecting it to fly all over the place 
like a coiled clock spring but actually it was          
unbelievable strong and true.  I added a layer of 
epoxy around the rim recess but to be honest it   
didn't need it, just a bit of over engineering for peace 
of mind.  

 

 

Turning the Split Ring 



Genius at work part 4 continued…... 

 TYRES 

Regular readers may remember that when  I built the 
type 40 I showed you how I made tyres from MDF 
wood.  Well this time I thought it about time I left the 
18th century behind and used something a bit more 
modern.  Of course for models they should be    
moulded from silicone rubber and I am moving in that 
direction but for now I used an acetal co-polymer    
material called Delrin. This hard plastic machines like 
butter and requires no finishing off at all.  The     
downside is that it's quite expensive, about UK£30 to 
make these five tyres.  

Again on the 40 and 549 models I cut out the lettering 
to dress the sidewalls with the tyre manufacturers 
name but couldn't be bothered this time and found 
some 3mm plastic letters online, another £30 for 
these though. 

The tread pattern on these early Dunlops wasn't as 
complex as the tyres from the '60's and was quite 
easy to replicate, basically just crosshatching all the 
way round and done with a razor saw and file.  

With all the wheels attached, the chassis is starting to 
look a bit more like now and has quite a bit of weight.  

 

I had a chat with Keith Williams , the  Managing  Director of SMTS to see what is 
happening on the Lotus model front from the UK’s most prolific 1:43 white metal 
kit producer. Firstly Keith advised that long time business partner and director 
John Allen, the mould and pattern making specialist had retired and that Simon 
Elford has been promoted to the director’s chair. On the model front  both the 
revised Lotus 25 and the Lotus 33 have been re-cast to include       removable 
tops and engine detail.  

No sign yet of the Lotus 32B but still the SMTS range contains the highest  num-
ber of contemporary Lotus model kits in 1:43 scale white metal. Check them at  
www.smtsmodels.com 

Got your ticket for Race Retro yet? Come and 
see us  in prestigious Hall 2 on stand 1-266 

www.raceretro.com 
24/25/26 February 



Race Retro 2017—40 year old Lotus 33 makes a public return 

In the annals of motor racing, few machines are 
as iconic as the Lotus-Climax Type 33, chassis   
number R11, the car driven by Jim Clark to first 
place in the 1965 Belgian, British, German and   
Syracuse Grands Prix and the Lotus in which he won 
his second World Championship. It is only right that 
this amazing piece of motorsport history be the   
centrepiece of the Motor Sport Hall of Fame at Race 
Retro, the international historic motorsport show, 
held at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, from 24 – 26 
February, where R11 will make its first public       
appearance in over four decades.  

“Jim Clark can lay claim to being the greatest British 
driver and to discover one of his most successful, 
championship winning cars in unrestored condition 
is genuinely remarkable. It is a missing link back to 
the golden age of motor racing," explains Nick Trott,   
Editor of Motor Sport Magazine. When the Type 33 
made its first appearance in 1964, it represented 
the peak of monocoque chassis design and Clark’s     
Lotus, the second of six models to be completed, 
was powered by a 1.5 litre Coventry Climax V8     
engine. 

Victory at Syracuse in April 1965 commenced R11’s 
racing career and four months later 320,000     
spectators at the Nürburgring saw Clark breaking 
the track record from a standing start on the     
opening lap before taking the world title. For     
countless enthusiasts, to see the newsreel footage 
of the Lotus crossing the finishing line was to       
witness the culmination of one of the greatest years 
in the career of any racer. In 1966 the 33 was fitted 
with a 2-Litre BRM engine, and in the following year, 
its body and dashboard were modified to              
accommodate Graham Hill, who  
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drove the Lotus to second place at Monaco .R11 was 
then sold to a Canadian privateer and, now fitted with 
an Oldsmobile V8 plant, was last raced at the Seattle 
200 in 1969. After then, it was dismantled and stored 
before returning to the UK in 1978 when R11 was  
acquired by its current owner, who realised that he 
was presented with the  opportunity to acquire the 
‘Mona Lisa’ of the racing world. At that time the      
Lotus’s condition was ‘effectively as original, and it 
was then carefully stored for 38 years. Today R11’s 
custodian believes that ‘the time has come for it to be 
returned to its one-time home base’ and it is to be  
refurbished by Clive Chapman, who will also appear at 
Race Retro to discuss the project, and his crew at 
Classic Team Lotus. 

Motor Sport Magazine writer Doug Nye believes the 
Lotus to be ‘one of the mouth-wateringly significant of 
all surviving, British Formula One cars’, as featured in 
the latest issue, and the chance visit to the Motor 
Sport Hall of Fame at Race Retro and pay tribute to 
the car indelibly associated with the driver described 
by Sir Jackie Stewart as ‘the epitome of excellence’ 
should not be missed. The Motor Sport Hall of Fame 
at Race Retro will feature a wealth of stunning racing 
cars and motorcycles as well as heroes of rallying. It 
will also host the Motor Sport Live Stage with          
interviewees including Classic Team Lotus’ Clive  
Chapman, Le Mans legend Tom Kristensen, Cosworth 
designer Mike Costin, and a stunning line up of racing 
and rallying heroes. 

Tickets are now on sale for Race Retro, held from 
24th to 26th February 2017 at Stoneleigh Park, War-
wickshire, with free parking and a free show guide for 
all visitors. 

Photo  Howard Simmons. 

 


