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Kit Lotus Editorial—the world’s only magazine dedicated to scale model Lotus

Welcome, and a Merry Christmas to all Kit Lotus
readers. This is the ninth Christmas we have shared
and this is the last issue of Volume 9. I sincerely
hope this year has been a good one for you and that
2017 brings all you ask of it.  2016 has certainly
been a great year for Kit Lotus and it is only a few
short weeks away before Volume 10 begins the
journey again. By then Christmas and the new year
will be long forgotten, we will have eaten all the
mince pies and we will have even been to Autosport
but we will be deep in preparation for Race Retro
where the new organisers have agreed in principal to
invite Kit Lotus to the show once more as an
exhibitor. However, before then we have issue 6 of
Volume 8 to enjoy.

In this issue, Peter Pedroza lets us in to his latest
project, a scratch built 1:43 scale Team Lotus
Bedford Transporter for a special recipient. Simon
Parsons has finished his Ebbro Lotus 72E in stunning
style and I’ve plodded on with Project 1818.

Brian Fawcett, specialist model builder and pattern
maker from Cromford, Derbyshire invited me to his
man cave. Add that lot to news of new Lotus model
products and the latest Lotus related books should
keep you over the Christmas period and eager for
more.

It wouldn’t be Christmas without books about our
favourite  subject and this issue is no exception. Jim
Clark’s mentor Ian Scott Watson has penned a short
autobiography and from the Haynes Owners Manual
series comes the Lotus 79 owners manual.

As it is nearly Christmas and because it is something
I have been considering for a while, and, because
there is never a time like the present, I have some
good news for all readers. From now on, there will be
no more subscriptions, Kit Lotus is now an entirely
free publication. There are a few reasons for this.
Firstly, being a specialist Lotus collector excluding all
other marques is a niche within a niche and over the
last eight years, I think Kit Lotus has found all those
model collectors and builders who fit into this
category. We number in the hundreds not thousands.
Secondly, quite a lot of those collectors have
provided information, pictures or articles or all three.
Their scant reward for all this is a free subscription
leaving fewer “paying guests” than “non-paying
guests” and as this sits a little unfairly, this has also
contributed to the decision.

Thirdly, I’m really not keen on the idea of it becoming
a business and as I approach official retirement from
paid employment, I want Kit Lotus to remain 100% a
hobby. You have all contributed to the original
concept of Kit Lotus and helped keep it where it is, I
very much hope together, it will carry on for some
considerable time and being free, may appeal to
those who would otherwise pass it by. Lastly, making
it free means there is more scope to improve the
website which is a little dated now. I will be able to
set up reader accounts with individual passwords
allowing anyone to register for free and the look and
feel will be similar to the archive sections already in
place.

In 2018, changes to the data protection act will also
mean websites that hold personal data will have to
strengthen privacy  about any personal data held. I
want to make sure Kit Lotus retains the minimum
data possible as securely as possible,  simpler
download or web access will go a long way toward
that.

Until then, new subscribers will have to enter via the
‘subscribe here’ page which remains as a shopping
cat but with zero value. Hopefully  there will be a
continuing bright future for Kit Lotus as it approaches
its 10th birthday in 2018.

Just as you receive this issue, a young lady whom
many of us have got to know will be slipping away
from her job at Classic Team Lotus to have a baby.
Sapphire Nichols, the CTL Merchandising  and Events
Coordinator looks after us all when we visit Hethel,
using her expert knowledge of Lotus when guiding us
through the works tour. Sapphire is a true friend of
Kit Lotus and she takes her temporary leave with all
of our best wishes . Sapphire’s replacement is
Stephanie Clements (Steph) and we look forward to
meeting her very soon.

2017 is looking promising with some notable
anniversaries,  not least the DFV and the Lotus 49,
both subjects  that will be widely covered both in print
and as part of our roadshows. Both the Lotus 7 and
The Lotus 14 Elite have big birthdays as has the race
debut of the Lotus 78 at the start of the ground effect
era. Lots of subjects to cover so if you feel like send-
ing me your pictures and stories, let me know.

Have a great Christmas.



Project 1818

Getting back into the swing of building  Project
1818, I showed last month that its first iteration of
paint had come out too dark. Well, I’m now on the
fourth tin of Humbrol Midnight Blue, a much better
colour and close to what I believe the right colour to
be. I say fourth tin because I just can’t seem to get
the finish. Second time around I managed to let a
small hair settle of the front body, yukk !! Out came
the 1500 grit and a session of rubbing down to a
nice matt finish with no hair. Third time around
again, all was well then some specs of dust ap-
peared on the rear body section, more yukk, more
1500 grit and yet another can of paint. I put this
down to impatience so the car was rubbed and ready
for the right day to make sure the garage is clean,
heated and ready  for me to paint. I think the issue
was painting something so big outside the spray
booth which is just a tad too small so, I  gathered
some nice thick cardboard to make a temporary,
wider enclosed throat so the spray booth could be
used be fully used. I thought that it best to wait until
warmer weather but just last weekend, a dry mild
weekend was forecast. Time to take the bull by the
horns. My workshop space at the end of my garage
consists of a ‘U’ shape of counter tops but only the
width of  a standard garage. Perfect for my portable
spray booth up to 1:12 scale parts but a bit tiny if I
am to ensure the spray booth exhaust can reach the
window and still give me space to rotate the bigger
components on a turntable whilst I spray. So, some
improv was required. I took a plank of wood across
the corners of the bench where it turned right angles
across the back of the garage and, using the thick
card, I constructed an annexe to my spray booth that
would fit a turntable big enough whilst still having
the extraction properties. To ensure the temperature
wasn’t too low, I set up a heater on the opposite
bench being careful to switch it off at the point I was
going to spray. The upshot is a finish I can be happy
with on the Lotus 18 body.

Quite a lot of work is going in to Project 1818 with-
out much visible sign of progress, but then I suppose
having to source and make parts rather than just
reach into the box is one of the joys of such a pro-
ject. As each bit is made, I’m having to decide the
build sequence if I am to avoid sticking/fastening
something in place then realizing I should have fitted
something else first. I am almost ready to start fixing
stuff together, concentrating on, getting the new
scratch built parts together and that all important
commodity, time.

All of a sudden, bits of plastic and everyday items get
scrutinized as potential components or raw material for
scratch building bits of the car. The brake and clutch
fluid reservoirs for example, I made from one of those
rubber tipped pens used on tablets and smart phones
which I picked up as a give away at a trade show.

A pack of guitar strings, well twanged of course, has
provided the actuators from the pedals and the throttle
cable.  Also doubling up as brake and clutch fluid
piping, this guitar string stuff is a bonus. I’ve chosen to
use a matt clear acrylic on top of blue for the seat but
the steering wheel like all Lotus remains red. Guitar
string also provides the sensor line to the oil tank and
as the pressure line back in the direction of where the
engine would be.

All of the suspension arms and radius rods have been
polished and painted with a clear acrylic, drilled where
required and prepared to fit. The top rear suspension
mounts were the first parts other than the chassis
frame to get glued, I used UHU 5 minute epoxy here.
Next job is to fix the bottom suspension wishbones to
the rear sub-frame and the rest of the shock absorbers.
This will be done on a flat surface with the sub frame
fixed and plumbed vertical. I think that is enough to be
getting on with at the minute. More later.



Pete Lovely Lotus 69  from Spark

We have become accustomed now to Spark producing somewhat obscure 1:43 model race cars from their
resincast behemoth that would have, up until now, been purely the domain of our artisan model makers
working in resin and white metal. So it was no surprise when their latest Lotus offering popped up, the hybrid
Lotus 69/49 driven by American privateer Pete Lovely.

In 1968 Pete Lovely agreed to buy a 49 from Colin Chapman beginning a saga that would roll on for several
years until proved that the car Pete bought, far from being 49R11 , which he chose because 11 is the same
spelling of his wife Nevele’s name in reverse, was in fact 49R2, driven to Grand Prix glory by the Jim himself in
1967. By the late sixties Pete was racing purely for fun, often failing to qualify and producing only lowly places
when he was able to finish a race. You might ask what has this got to do with the Spark Lotus 69? Well, Pete
earned his living as a very successful Volkswagen dealer in Tacoma, Washington and, he owned a vehicle
restoration business in Puyallup where he kept his stable of race cars including his Lotus 69 formula 2 car. In
1971,Pete decided to graft the back end of his extra special Lotus 49 – I don’t think he knew the provenance
back then of the Lotus 49 bits he has using – on to his Lotus 69, entering both the US and Canadian Grands
Prix of that year with backing as usual from his Volkswagen dealership. Again little success but if you are
enjoying it, what is to worry about?

Spark has captured Pete’s hybrid 69/49 quite nicely, as you would expect, but with some areas of the model
looking a little out of place. The inlet trumpets are a little high and some of the plumbing looks a bit oversize.
Plus, I think the brave attempt to recreate the tread pattern which appeared on slicks back in the day has
turned out a bit heavy and gives this model a bit more of a toy look than a detailed replica. Other than these
minor issues , it looks a really nice addition to any Lotus collection.

Back in the early days of Kit Lotus in 2008, I had planned to ask Pete for an interview during a trip to the
Pacific North West. Jim Marsden got me a telephone number for Pete so I gave him a ring from the UK and
after a couple of attempts I got through to speak with him. We chatted about the possibility of me coming over
to visit him in Tacoma when I arrived  in the USA, which he was amenable to , before going on to talk about
some of his exploits at Laguna Seca, Monteray and Mosport Park (not always in a Lotus). I found him really
easy to get on with, it was a pleasure to talk to him and I really looked forward to meeting him in person. Later
that year when I arrived at my friend’s house in Olympia, I spent some time on the phone trying to arrange our
agreed meeting. Sadly I couldn’t get a reply despite leaving a few answerphone messages and the meeting
never took place. On returning to the UK I learned that it was around the time Pete’s wife has passed away so
it was reasonable to expect he wouldn’t be available. I never got to meet him before Pete sadly passed away
in 2011, aged 85.

JT



Book Lotus

Any Lotus Christmas has to feature books and 2016
is no exception. There are two books out at the
moment Kit Lotus readers may be interested in. The
first to mention is written by Ian Scott Watson, the
man most of you have to blame for becoming Lotus
fans because it was he who discovered Jim Clark and
almost without exception, those model collectors we
meet at shows, confess to Jim Clark being their
reason for having the incurable Lotus disease.

Ian’s book, available in paperback for around £9 quid
is a light hearted and largely anecdotal story written
over a period of 20 years. Ian maintains this isn’t just
another Jim Clark book. However, the Jim who Ian
knew does occupy many of the pages both as a friend
and an incredibly talented driver, so we should find
more than a passing interest.

The book is based on Ian’s memoirs of life, not just
about Jim and motor sport. There are chapters about
Ian’s childhood and wartime schooldays forming part
of the story and are worth reading as an indication of
Borders life before and during World War 2.

Ian has spent 50 years in architectural design work
and recounts how he and his friends in the Scottish
Motor Racing Club designed, raised the finance and
built the  first purpose- built Scottish motor racing
circuit in less than six months and for less than
£25000.

Inevitably, the story
contains how the
Scottish Motor
Racing Club came
in to being along
with the story of
Border Reivers,
Colin Chapman and
Ian’s Lotus Elite.
Chapters on
farming and sailing
which equally
formed part of Ian’s
life are included
along with pictures
from his own
scrapbook, many of
which are

previously un-published. The reader will discover why
Ian describes himself as the black sheep of the family
and his recollections of other ‘black sheep’ he has
met along the way.

The second book sits in the series of Haynes Owners
Manual, this one pertaining to the Lotus 79. Like it’s
counterparts about the 49, 72 and 98T, you can rely
on this book to provide lots of detail with some bril-
liant photographs, perfect stuff for those of us who
build kits and can’t exist without super detailing.

Motor Sport journalist and PR specialist Andrew
Cotton is the author of this one, capturing everything
we know about the 79,  which, with its classic JPS
black and gold sponsorship colours, was the first F1
car to fully exploit the potential of ground-effect
aerodynamics. Designed by Colin Chapman and his
engineering team, the Lotus 79 dominated the 1978
World Championship, taking US driver Mario Andretti
to his only F1 World Championship. Lotus's two
drivers, Mario Andretti and 'Super Swede' Ronnie
Peterson proved almost unbeatable, with four 1–2
finishes during the season. During its career, the
Lotus 79 won 7 races, took 10 pole positions, and
won the last drivers' and constructors' champion-
ships for Lotus. Featuring input from the engineers
and drivers who were instrumental in the car’s
success, including Peter Wright and Martin Ogilvie,
this Manual includes numerous contemporary  pho-
tographs, in addition to detailed images of Lotus 79
in the workshop today. A fascinating insight into an
iconic F1 car.

So that has made Santa’s job easier, make sure he
gets your letter in time to deliver this brace of Lotus
reading. JT



“Now then, about this gearbox” - caution genius at work part 3

All of which had been subject years of dust and being
moved, packed, damaged you know the rest …. But
to a serous modeler, a rich vein of spares and
inspiration.

Back to the present, Brian was working on a revised
Cosworth DFV block, an early version, with revised
plumbing and correct casting detail. His plan is to
produce a block of fewer parts than the Tamiya
version but with the bottom dry sump section being
separate. The DFV of course is a natural progression
from the ZF transmission.

Brian has resin moulding off to a fine art, producing
patterns and moulds along with a host of
components for artisan model manufacturers.
Subjects include buses, aeroplanes, tractors,
military, virtually everything you could think of. The
quality of his casting is really super. I say his
castings, wife Kath seems to be the chief moulder
but she scampered away when a hint of the camera
came out.

Using mainly brass as a favourite medium for pat-
terns, Brian then creates the mould from a polyure-
thane rubber mixture surrounded by a rectangular
box of a size appropriate to the mould. Brian said not
to mention his secret but it is so good a story, his
mould boxes are made out of Lego bricks.

Some time ago when I built the Jackie Oliver Lotus 49
in 1:12 using the Tamiya “49B”, I bought an
aftermarket resin ZF gearbox from Brian Fawcett and
featured it in Kit Lotus as part of my build description.
Just recently and for no other reason than some 1:12
Lotus 49 parts were cluttering up my toolbox, I
decided to tidy up and put the parts in the box of their
intended recipient, yet another 1:12 Tamiya Lotus
49. I have the kit, I have a replacement nose cone
and a nifty set of machined wheels I got from
Germany. This particular model is earmarked as Jim
Clark’s 49R4 from the South African Grand Prix of
1968. This would complete my set of the Zandvoort
car, Jim’s first win in the 49, the South Africa car
mentioned here and Jim’s last ever World
Championship win and finally, the Tasman 49 from
the 1968 Australian Grand Prix, Jim’s last ever race
win.

Before packing the parts away I decided to get the
rest of the stuff I will need when it emerges on the
surface of my “kits to build list”. Thus an Ejan ignition
set and a set of Model Factory Hiro air trumpet
meshes were obtained from Hiroboy and I decided to
contact Brian again for a late year ZF gearbox. Job
done, but the plots thickens.

I got an email back from Brian to say that he has
started a comprehensive corrective exercise for other
parts of the Tamiya Lotus 49 and the DFV
engine, would I be interested in hearing about them?
You all know me, never being one to pass up a Lotus
opportunity, I was round there like a rat up a
drainpipe.

Brian lives locally to me some thirty minutes drive
over in Cromford, the cradle of the Industrial
Revolution and the start of the Derwent Valley World
Heritage Site containing the world’s first factories.
Just a stone’s throw from Richard Arkwright’s water
powered mill, Brian lives with wife Kath in an
unassuming semi which from the front belies the
secrets and wonders that emerge from the back
garden. His back garden is a modellers wonderland
with various outbuildings containing resin moulding
equipment and stacks of parts waiting for dispatch to
various model manufacturers but at the top of the
path is the main workshop, a typical modellers den.
Which is where I met Brian.

We have in fact met many years before, Brian was
the first person ever to buy something from me on
ebay, which unsurprisingly was a box of Tamiya 1:12
models from my first iterations as a teenage model












